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JW – S18/1858

Proposal: Construction of 46 dwellings, including vehicular access, pedestrian and cycle 
links, public open space, car parking, landscaping, drainage and associated 
works

Site Address: Land Off Easthorpe Road, Great Gonerby, Grantham NG31 8LZ  

Summary of Information Received:

An additional representation has been received on the grounds that there would be two-storey 
dwellings on plots 11-12 in addition to the single storey dwellings on plots 13-16. All these 
plots are located on the southern boundary facing Manor Farmhouse. The objectors state that 
this is contrary to paragraph 8.4.2 of the report which states that ‘the dwellings to the south of 
the development are to be single storey and as such the development would not have any 
adverse impact on the residential amenities of Manor Farmhouse…’ The objector would like 
the plans changed to show single storey dwellings on plots 11-12 in order to protect their 
residential amenity.

A petition signed by 153 local residents has been received which objects to the application on 
the grounds of (in summary):

 Road congestion – Easthorpe Road and Long Street could not cope with the extra 
traffic from the development, will exacerbate very dangerous driving conditions on 
Long Street due to width of road and parked cars, only bus stop is on Gonerby Hill, will 
result in additional congestion on Belton Lane junction, knock-on effect of additional 
traffic on Grantham town centre, route is used as a short-cut so additional houses will 
cause danger to residents and compromise emergency vehicles.

 Infrastructure – no health or education infrastructure to support additional houses. 
Will lead to increased traffic at Gonerby Hill at peak times.

 Run-off and drainage – site is on a slope of clay-rich soil. Extra housing would mean 
that an area important for run-off will disappear, the ‘soakaway’ on Lord Drive gets 
dangerously high, drains in Long Street often overflow, water from Easthorpe Road 
pours into Lord Drive, sewage will pose a danger in view of current drainage problems.

 Risk of pollution – air and noise pollution from increased traffic and from the 
development.

 Ecological impact and loss of wildlife habitat – impact on local bird and animal 
wildlife including badger setts, hedgehogs and honey bees. An ecological report is 
required.

 Character of housing – not in keeping with the existing houses and will have a 
negative impact on house prices.

 Employment for residents – no employment opportunities in Grantham.
 Concern is raised that many residents were not aware of the planning application.
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Officer comments:

The officer report at paragraph 8.3.12 states that the properties to the north of the listed 
building would be predominantly single storey. This is a more accurate description of the 
proposals given that plots 11-12 would be two storeys in height. The distance between the 
two-storey dwellings and Manor Farmhouse would be 64m. Notwithstanding the comments in 
paragraph 8.4.2, it is not considered that there would be any detrimental impact on the 
residential amenities of Manor Farmhouse given the distances between the properties and 
existing mature trees along the boundary which are proposed to be retained. It is 
acknowledged that due to the sloping nature of the site, the dwellings would be at a higher 
level than Manor Farmhouse but nevertheless, the separation distance of 64m would still 
ensure that residential amenity is protected.

With regard to the petition, taking each point in turn:

 Road congestion – whilst the concerns about existing road conditions on Easthorpe 
Road and surrounding road network are noted, the Highways Authority do not raise an 
objection to the proposals on the grounds of either highway capacity or highway safety.

 Infrastructure – is acknowledged that the provision of 46 dwellings will have an impact 
on local infrastructure. As stated on p13 of the report, the education and health bodies 
have requested a financial contribution to provide additional services to off-set the 
impact of the development on existing schools and health provision. As explained in 
paragraph 11.2 of the report, a viability assessment has demonstrated that the 
development would not be viable if these contributions were provided.

 Run-off and drainage – a flood risk report and drainage strategy has been submitted 
with the application demonstrating that a SUDs system will be provided to serve the 
development. This will restrict surface water run-off to a low rate of 5l/s through the 
provision of an on-site attenuation pond. There will be no additional impact on the 
existing drainage system. Anglian Water have indicated that there is capacity for foul 
sewage and that the surface water drainage strategy is acceptable.

 Risk of pollution – the site is not within an Air Quality Management Area therefore 
the risk of air pollution is very low. It is not normally considered that new residential 
development would be incompatible with existing residential uses.

 Ecological impact and loss of wildlife habitat – the ecological survey submitted has 
examined the nature conservation interest on the site and recommended mitigation 
measures. The applicant has sought to retain existing natural features as much as 
possible within the site layout.

 Character of housing – any impact on house prices is not a material consideration 
which may be taken into account in the determination of the application.

 Employment for residents - new residents will contribute to the local economy 
through spending on goods and services within the District.

 Publicity – the application has been advertised in accordance with the Council’s 
Statement of Community Involvement.

Recommendation:

The site is allocated for 30 dwellings in the SAP and for 45 dwellings in the submission draft 
Local Plan. The Council’s own adopted policies consider that the majority of the site would 
be suitable for residential development. No change to the recommendation.


